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WEEK 6 TERM 2 

Winter has arrived in West Wyalong and the cold snap 

is certainly being felt, however, we are very fortunate 
to have air conditioning in most teaching spaces. 

Although our teaching spaces are far more 
comfortable, we still encourage all our students to 

wear appropriate warm clothes. School uniform is also 
essential and I encourage any families who are 

struggling to purchase uniforms to contact the school 
for assistance. We also have school beanies for sale 

that can be purchased from the front office at a cost of 
$15. 
Last Thursday, in collaboration with the West Wyalong 

Aboriginal Lands Council and Bland Shire Council, we 
acknowledged Sorry Day in McCann Park. This 

acknowledgement of past atrocities and the impact on 
the stolen generation and our First Nations people is 

essential in the healing process. Our Indigenous 
Leadership team were excellent ambassadors of our 

school and were terrific hosts, organisers and 
performers on this day. Our school continues to be 

active in celebrating reconciliation week from 27 May-
3 June. This year the theme is “be brave, make change” 

and our school continues to seek and respond to 
respectful changes to improve our understanding of 

our First Nations history and culture. I would like to 
thank Mr Meredith for his tireless work in leading these 
important school activities and initiatives. 

Mr Sheens 
 

 

 

Book a table for the upcoming Music Night on 

Wednesday 15 June, between 6:00 & 8:00pm in the 
MPU to support our school’s music students. 

Performances from our senior music class and the 
Stage 5 elective music class on the night spanning a 

vast range of instruments and genres. The Senior 
hospitality class will be providing coffee and cake on 

the night. Family table bookings are essential as we will 
not be able to take walk-ins on the night. To book a 
table please call the school on 6972 2700. 

WEEK 6 

Thursday 2 June Buckley Shield Rugby 
League, Bathurst 

Friday 3 June Athletics Carnival, 
McAlister Oval 

WEEK 7 

Monday 6 June – 
Tuesday 7 June 

Zeal Theatre visit 

Tuesday 7 June Country Cup Rugby 
League, Cootamundra 

WEEK 8 

Monday 13 June Queen’s Birthday public 
holiday 

Wednesday 15 June Music Night 
Performance, MPU 
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RECONCILIATION WEEK TALK 
On Friday 27 May, our Aboriginal and Torres Straight 

Islander students met in the MPU to have a talk with 
Linton Haworth from the West Wyalong Lands Council 

and Taylor Hampton from Birrang Cultural 
Connections.  

To start off, our students completed a survey that 
assisted two senior students with an assessment task. 
It was great to see every student jump in and complete 

this task with no fuss. 
The students were gathered to talk about the 

relevance of Reconciliation week and the importance 
of Sorry Day/National Day of Healing. We heard about 

historical facts that have impacted our First Nations 
People and how over time we have seen a movement 

toward reconciling actions of the past to improve our 
future. Taylor talked about his life experiences as a 

young Aboriginal man and his personal development as 
he has matured, finishing the session off with a piece 

on the didgeridoo.  
At the end of the session, Ricky Bishop put on a feast 

for our students and there were some happy faces and 
full bellies as the students headed out to lunch. 
Big thankyou to Darryl Meredith for organising the 

session, Ricky Bishop for the feast, our students for 
engaging respectfully and most importantly Linton and 

Taylor for coming along to have a yarn with our 
students. 

Yindyamarra 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB  
Breaky Club at West Wyalong High School is now 

provided in partnership with Evolution Mines 
(sponsorship). Ricky Bishop, our Student Support 

Officer, is continuing to provide Breaky Club on 
Tuesday and Friday mornings (Week A) and Tuesday 

mornings (Week B). We serve toasted cheese 
sandwiches, Up & Go’s, muesli bars and fruit. This is a 
great way to say good morning and Ricky gets to give 

our students a great start for the day with fuel in their 
bodies.  

 
 

 
 

WESTERN BASKETBALL REPRESENTATIVES 
The Western Region Basketball team competed at 
Minto Stadium during the second week of this term. 

This competition consists of ten teams from the 
different regions across NSW.   

The Western Region team consisted of 6 students from 
West Wyalong High School, 3 from Lithgow and 1 from 

Bathurst. The coach was Scott Grintell also from West 
Wyalong High School.   

Western Region played teams from Sydney North, 
Sydney South West, Sydney South and finally North 

West Regions. The Western Region team were 
competitive but were unable to win a game during the 
tournament. The attitude and sportsmanship displayed 

was exemplary.   
The boys were all very grateful for the experience and 

thanked their parents, teachers and especially their 
coach for making it such an enjoyable week.   
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NSW JUNIOR CHESS LEAGUE 

COMPETITION 

Round 1 of the NSW Junior Chess League Competition 

for Country Secondary Schools saw West Wyalong take 
on Hennessy Catholic College of Young. We played 

online due to distance but on the day there were a few 
technical issues so that added to our nerves! 

We had been practising over a number of lunch time 
sessions in the library to get used to the online format. 

Our team was Trai, Zach, Kade and Noah. Their team 
had two Year 12 students and one from Year 11 & Year 

10. 
First to take a hit was Zach who competed well but was 
unlucky to make a rookie mistake that allowed his 

opponent to take the board.  
Next to fall was Kade who had held on valiantly for a 

good 30 minutes against a Year 12 opponent but a slip 
in concentration saw him defeated. 

Trai was unlucky to lose in a close game after 30 
minutes play against a Year 12 student but had given 

his opponent a run for his money. 
Finally, Noah was outsmarted by a few clever moves on 

the board that left his pieces stranded. 
The chance to play online presented some challenges 

but it is the same for both sides once play gets 
underway. It provided an opportunity to have a go and 

put ourselves up against teams from other schools.  
In the consolation competition West Wyalong High 
School competed against Xavier High School, Albury on 

Wednesday 18th May. Kade was up against a shrewd 
competitor who used some mindful strategies to 

outplay Kade and capture his king. Kobe was able to 
take on his opponent in a bit of a tussle for supremacy 

by capturing his queen, the bishop, a rook and a knight. 
Kobe, in turn, found his pieces had been swept from 

the board leaving his king helpless and checkmate! 
Bosco started strongly with pieces falling equally across 

the board. Unfortunately, while devising his cunning 
plan, his opponent executed a few swift moves which 

resulted in Bosco’s queen being taken and all was lost 
from that point.  

Noah had a few internet issues but got into the zone 

once play was underway with a few decisive moves. He 
engaged in some mind games with his opponent by 
luring in his pieces one by one. Noah managed to 

almost clear his opponent’s board and was feeling 
confident. His opponent, however, had been using the 

same strategy on Noah and it ended in a checkmate for 
Noah. 

Now our run is over in the competition for Country 
Schools, we will begin the WWHS competition to 

decide the best chess player for 2022. 

 
 

ACCELERATED READER 
Students in Year 7, 8 and 9 have been participating in 

the Accelerated Reader program in allocated library 
periods this semester. This program will continue in the 

library lessons for this year. 
What Is Accelerated Reader? 

Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps 
teachers manage and monitor children's independent 

reading practice. Accelerated Reader gives both 
children and teachers feedback based on the student 

individual quiz results, which the teacher then uses to 
help your child to set targets and direct ongoing 

reading practice. 
Children using Accelerated Reader choose their own 
books to read, rather than having one assigned to 

them. They can also access the West Wyalong School 
library portal for audio and ebooks as well. This makes 
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reading a much more enjoyable experience as they can 

choose books that are interesting to them. 
Students using Accelerated Reader are encouraged to 
progress at their own pace and set their own targets 

with the help of the teacher. The aim of Accelerated 
Reader is for all children to succeed in achieving their 

targets. 
According to research, children who read at least 20 

minutes a day with a 90% comprehension rate (average 
percentage correct) on Accelerated Reader quizzes see 

the greatest gains. 
As with anything, performance improves with practice. 

Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture 
of reading in your household by reading with your 

child, starting a home library, visiting your local library 
or bookshop on a regular basis, letting your child see 

you reading and discussing books that each of you have 
read.  
 If you have additional questions regarding the 

Accelerated Reading program, please feel free to 
contact Mrs Martin or school for information. The 

students also have information on their class Google 
platform. 
 

TOM KEMP SHIELD RUGBY LEAGUE, 

BOURKE 
On Thursday 19 May 2022, the West Wyalong High 
School Tom Kemp Shield Under 16’s side made the long 
trek to Bourke. After arriving in Bourke, we located our 

motel and settled into our very comfortable 
surroundings. Some of the boys went for a swim, 

played some cricket and had a kick of the football. At 
around 7pm we travelled into town to pick up our 

pizzas. Once back at the motel the boys settled in and 
watched the Thursday night NRL game. Lights out 

about 11pm. 
On Friday morning, we were invited to Bourke High 

School for a BBQ breakfast. During the breakfast we 
had a meet and greet with Bourke High School and 

many members of the local community. The boys were 
warmly welcomed. The Bourke community were so 

excited that the WWHS boys made the trip as they 

hadn’t had a Rugby League game for three years in 

Bourke.  
After breakfast, we headed to the local Rugby League 
ground to prepare for the game. The crowd that turned 

up was amazing and the boys were welcomed with 
many ‘Thanks for Coming’ comments. The Bourke team 

was very young, and they had not even had a training 
run but the raw talent on display was impressive. The 

most amazing act of kindness and sportsmanship 
displayed by our West Wyalong boys occurred about 5 

minutes before halftime.  
A young disabled boy from Bourke entered the game. 

The referee from Bourke who was also the coach asked 
our boys to go easy on the young player. Without being 

prompted, when the young boy had a run, the West 
Wyalong side allowed him to go the full length of the 

field pretending to try and tackle him. The excitement 
on his face and the loud cheering of the crowd was 
something our staff members have never experienced 

before. It was a magical moment and I don’t think there 
was a dry eye in the place. As staff members of West 

Wyalong High School we have never experienced a 
prouder moment. What great students we have. 

West Wyalong came away with a 36 to 20 victory. The 
big winner on the day was the West Wyalong boys and 

their outstanding display of kindness that allowed a 
small, isolated community and a young, excited player 

to have a fantastic and positive day playing and 
watching Rugby League.  

West Wyalong High School – 36 
Tries - Braiden Lynch (2), Jack Sutton (2), Jake Burns (1), 

Sam Gould (1) and Charlie Dodds (1). 
Conversions - Callan Blackstock (3) and Logan Pettit (1) 
Bourke High School – 20 

Woody Ambrose was voted West Wyalong High 
School’s players’ player. Well played and 

congratulations. 
A big thankyou to Mr Tierney for driving the bus such a 

long way and all your behind the scenes work. Also, to 
Mr Langford and Jesse Hampton for looking after the 

boys and providing excellent advice.  Finally, Harry 
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Tulloch and Nick Seaman for running the water and the 

kicking tee. 
Our purpose was a game of Rugby League but the life 
lessons learnt were more important.  

CHS BASKETBALL 
On 18 May, 9 girls represented WWHS for CHS Opens 

Basketball knockout at Narrabeen. They played against 
Pittwater High School and kept the score within 6 

points for the first half. Pittwater’s height and 3-
pointers enabled them to come away with the win 48-

37. Thank you to Anne-Maree, Nikki, Sheree and Derek
White for their support and congratulations to the girls 
for showing great sportsmanship throughout the

whole game.

ZEAL THEATRE VISIT 
A highlight of our year is always a visit from Zeal 
theatre. We look forward to their arrival on 6 June 

2022. They will conduct some drama workshops with 
some of our students and perform for our whole 

school. Their work is always entertaining as they 
intertwine 
humour, music, 

larger than life 
characters with 

important life 
lessons. 

WESTERN REGION TRIALS 
There are a range of sports 

that students may trial for 
with the aim of being selected 

in the Western Region team. 
While some have specific 

selection processes, most 
involve students travelling and 
competing as part of a school team or being placed in 

a team and displaying their skills before 
possible/probable team is selected and from there a 

Western Region team. 
In most cases, students who attend these trials will 

need to let the school know (as all sports need the 
entries to come from the school on behalf of the 

athletes) and most importantly, organise their own 
travel to the trials.  

Please keep in mind that all of these sporting trials have 
cut off dates for names to be entered (usually at least 

one week prior). So if you are keen to attend, make 
sure all forms are returned to Mr Duncan or Mrs 

Milsom on time and you are all organised to go. 
At times, the convenors may cancel or postpone events 
(for things such as poor weather) so please make 

yourself familiar with the website below as they place 
alerts/updates on there at times. 

A person who attends trials, is picked and withdraws 
without good reason will not be allowed to compete 

for Western Region for 12 months. 
Western School Sport Association website –  

http://www.sports.det.nsw.edu.au/western/welcome
.htm 
6 June – Tennis – Boys 
15 June – Cross Country 
26 July – Tennis – Girls  

5 August – Athletics 
10 August – Cricket – Boys/Girls 

2 November – Softball – Girls 
9 November – Softball – Boys  
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As technology advances, there are many educational 
platforms that we use to enhance student learning. 
Currently at WWHS, students have access to and are 

using: 

• DEC Student Portal for emails 

• WWHS Student and Parent Portal 
• Google classroom 
• Microsoft Teams 

• edmodo 
• WWHS website 

• ClickView 
• IXL 

• WordFlyers 
The WWHS Student and Parent Portal is one site where 

students can log into and access all of the above 
through clicking on the relevant links.   

There are other features of the Portal that allow 
parents and students access to NAPLAN results, school 

report comments and attendance data, all of which 
allow students to take ownership of their progress and 

learning as well as allow parents to be able to monitor 
their child's progress. WWHS reports are also 
distributed and accessed through the Portal. 

 
Parent and student SENTRAL Portal instructions 

This Quick reference guide can be used for both 
parents and students. 

  

First time use and new user registration 
The steps to access the Parent and student Portal are: 

1. All parents and caregivers, are emailed their 
Parent and student Portal letters with their unique 

access key. If you do not have one contact the 

school. 
2. Use Google Chrome to access the portal as some 

other browsers may not work as well. 

3. Register for an account on the registration page 
a. Enter in your username. This must be your 

current email address.  
b. Create a secure password. Note - This is not 

where you put in the access key 
You will now be taken to another screen. 

1. Enter in the Access key from your letter 
2. SUCCESS! You now have access to the WWHS 

Parent and Student Portal. 

Please contact Mr Bishop if you require further 
assistance with access to the portal.  
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